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Hope and
Healing

¢ Holly McEldowney—Cancer

e Kenny Hesler—General health

e Amanda Spahr—Brain issues

¢ Aiden Snyder— Leukemia returned

¢ Jim Neitzelt—Health

¢ Jerry Higgins—Cancer

e Janet—Hospice

¢ Harold Poston—Health

¢ Jake Angles—Back pain

e Amber

e Gracee

e Skeeter—Cancer

e Lisa—Cancer

e Peace in Ukraine & People of
Ukraine

e Pastor Ken Oren—Cancer

¢ Karen Cline—Kidney

e Larry Harter—Heart; A-fib

¢ Jody Hesler—Safety

¢ Brian & Jayne Connair—Cancer

¢ Bev Zimmer—Health

¢ Kelly Hill—Cancer

e Mike Gray—Healing

e Jack Hangen - Health

¢ Jane (PJ’s mom) - Health

e Robert Harter

¢ Rick Myers—Health

e Dale Spahr—Lungs

¢ Donna Thompson—Health

Prayer Concerns— Current and ongoing

¢ Marvin Fourman—Health

e Gene—Cancer

e Ashley & Tyler Morris— Paralyzed
from auto accident

e Mary Lamb—Pneumonia

e Mary Piel—Health

e Aubree (Myers) Rader—Back sur-
gery

e Mark Rismiller—Health

¢ Judy Weber—Surgery

¢ David Printz—Hip & blood issues

¢ Linda Emerick—Meniscus

e Brian Watson—Collapsed lung &
surgery

¢ Patti Troutwine—Recovery at
home

o Jeff Spalding—Heart surgery

e Susan Harter—Meniscus tear

¢ Melanie Musser—Healing from a
fall

¢ Lynn Netzley—Healing & recovery

e Paul Schmitmeyer—Health

e Mary Lou Lewis—Breast cancer

¢ Donny Rismiller—Hospice

¢ Marilyn Schlegel—Cancer

¢ Mike Goodwin—Cancer

¢ Patti Baislen—Cancer recovery

e Edna Fourman—Health

o AJ—4 Wheeler accident

¢ Jim Brown—Health

e Martha Allread—Chemo reaction

¢ Dennis Porter’'s wife—Cancer

¢ Kenny O’Dell—Hospice

¢ Earlene Morris—Health

¢ Bill Clauss—Infection following hip
replacement

¢ Darrell Schneider—Stents

o Chris Mumaw—Cancer

e Grayson Naff—Batten, Rare child-
hood disease

o Mary Beth Printz—Health

¢ United States of America

o Our President

¢ All Government Leaders

o Pat Netzley—Cataract surgery

¢ Brycelin Troutwine—Health issues

e Jessica

¢ Sammie Swank—~8 year old with
4th heart surgery

¢ Jessica (Bev Zimmer’s grand-
daughter) - Healing

¢ Sandra Williams—Healing follow-
ing a fall

e Eric Snyder—Hospice

¢ Kylie Cline—Mental problems

o Hawaii Fire Victims

o Marge Warner—Knee Surgery

e Sue Bick—Recovery from stroke

e Students going to school or college
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@M&W
to the families of

¢ Four lost in the Indiana
Vehicle Accident

0\ April Chadima )

Prayer requests may be emailed at anytime to trinityprayers@woh.rr.com and
upon receipt your request will be shared so that many will be praying immediately.

DEADLINE FOR THE OCTOBER ISSUE OF THE TRINITY TRUMPET IS SEPTEMBER 20th.




- Mathew 5:14-16 You are the light of

| ) .

° the world. A city on a hill cannot be
I YOUth &‘ Faml hidden. Neither do people light a
| lamp and put it under a basket. In-
| stead, they set it on a stand, and it
gives light to everyone in the house. In
the same way, let your light shine be-
fore men, that they may see your
Se pte mber good deeds and glorify your Father in

heaven....

Youth Sunday School is aimed at pre-K through 6th grade. Kammi Schmitmeyer is our lead Sunday School
instructor. Each Sunday there will be Bible lessons, crafts, storytelling, singing and so much more.

Youth in Grades 4-6- Trinity Troops. Fun, Food, Service Project, and more. Our first meeting will be on
September 17th from noon until 2. Lunch will be provided. Parents are encouraged to stay since this is a
planning meeting as well as a get to know each other meeting.

Rally Day was on August 27th. | hope everyone had a great time. If you have any suggestions for next
year’s rally day, let me know. It is never too early to plan. 18 youth received new Bibles based on their age.

Confirmation Class—Confirmation is for those youth in 7th and 8th grade. Confirmands are required to do
sermon notes- the forms are in the back of the church. Confirmands should also sign up to be acolytes. Con-
firmation classes will resume in October. Those who have completed their 2nd year of confirmation need to
meet with Pastor Mel by the end of September for their finale exam. Also be sure to turn in your service
hours (3-5 hours at least). Confirmation day will be Sunday October 29th.

Adult Sunday School - Come join us for some fellowship prior to church service. Adult Sunday School is
from 9:30 a.m. — 10:15 a.m. Watch for quarterly special educational offerings (Eric Haynes will provide a
Church Safety talk on October 8th). Thanks to the Cheesemans for providing Adult Sunday school on Au-
gust 20th with updates on their ministry.

Vacation Bible School - Save the dates for next year’s VBS- July 9th and 11th of 2024.

Youth and Family Ministry Meeting- Anyone may attend. Our next meeting will be September 5th at 10 am
at the church. Please note that this is a change in date. We will be planning Fall fest.

Watch for Facebook live Sunday School offerings.
All things work together for good to them that love God Romans 8 :28
PJ Musser, (937-626-3295),Youth and Family Ministry Leader (2023-2024)
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Ladies & Genis Lunchesn

PRAYERS & SQUARES Thursday, September 21 at 11:30 am
QUILTING at Broken Handle Brewing Co.
10:00 am 123 N. Main., Piqua Ohio
September 14 & 26 Please contact Linda Baker at 937-545-8410 or 937-

547-0975 if you plan to attend.




Word from
Our Pastor

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.” (Jeremiah 29:11)

Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, amen.
My Dear Trinity Family,

Try to remember what life was like before the Pandemic of 2020. It was just three short years ago.
Unemployment was down. Stocks were up. Stores were filled. Incomes were rising and inflation wasn’t on
anyone’s radar screen. Life looked pretty good economically. People were generally pretty content. Certain-
ly, we all found things to complain and grumble about, but in general things seemed good. We all were fairly
hopeful... Atleast many people were...

Hope was lost for Judah. They had been called to repentance, but didn’t feel the need. In the time of
the prophet Jeremiah, the people had turned away from their God who had formed them into His Chosen
People. They had forgotten how God had saved them from slavery in Egypt and led them through the wilder-
ness. They were convinced they could do anything they desired without consequence. They thought since
they had the only Temple where the living God resided, they would be protected and forgiven no matter how
badly they sinned. Into that situation God called and sent his prophet Jeremiah with a message of repent-
ance. The people rejected his message and subjected him to horrible retribution. They didn’t want to look at
the way they were living much less change their evil ways.

So here we are today. Many are no longer content or as hopeful. Gas prices are through the roof.
Although the rate of inflation has come down, prices are still much higher than they were in 2019 and many
people are struggling financially. Supply chain issues continue to wreak havoc on keeping the store shelves
filed. When | go into some stores it looks like they are going out of business. A war drags on in the Ukraine
that somehow involves the whole world. Our Catholic siblings are considered domestic terrorists by the FBI
and at least one Catholic couple was recently in the news because they were rejected as adoptive parents of
an orphaned child simply because of their Catholic faith. If they’re coming after our Roman Catholic sibs, how
long until they come after the Lutherans as well! Trust in leaders? Polls suggest that is pretty much gone.
Our leaders don’t seem to have many solutions that actually work. It's enough to make the faint of heart lose
what little hope they may still have.

The good news is we serve a God of infinite hopefulness.
Even to the people of Judah in the time of Jeremiah who had lost
everything, God spoke words to give them hope. When they
thought they would never have a future again, God shared this
good news. God had plans, good plans for His people. He
would give them a future and a hope. He would be their God and
they would be His people.

As we continue to face all the troubles of our day, | cannot
say exactly what the future holds for each of us, but God is clear,
in Him we have a future and a hope. Right now, the future is
very hopeful in Christ. No matter the troubles we may face, we
have a God who has taken care of that future for all eternity in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Through His sacrifice, He has forgiven
sins and opened the Kingdom of Heaven to all who believe. May God continue to call each of us back to Him
and may we all be drawn back to regular Worship. It is in Worshipping and serving that God works in our
lives. He gives us a future and a hope. He is our God and continually forms us into His people. Thanks be
to God, Amen!

In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Mel
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Lut h eraln OurJuly—September Donation Emphasis is the Lutheran World
W l.d Relief school kits which we have supplied in the past. Our great-
or est needs at this time are drawstring school bags, pencils, pens

Rellef and rulers.

1 Sturdy drawstring backpack style cloth bag— approximately 14” X 177, w/shoulder
straps (handmade)

Ruler—30 cm on one side (May have inches on the other side.)

Box of Crayons (16 or 24)

Unsharpened Pencils w/Erasers

Pencil Sharpener

2 1/2” Eraser

Pair Blunt Scissors

Blue or Black Ball Point Pens (No GEL pens)

70 Sheet College or Wide ruled Notebooks
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Womens:
Well, here we are at the start of another WELCA year. By now all the children have
| started going back to school. The Great Darke County fair is over. The air is a little chil-
~~ lier. The fall season is right around the corner.
|

The WELCA planning meeting which was held in August was packed full of enthusiasm
for this coming year. There was a plethora of unique fund-raising ideas. Pat and Pam provided us with nour-
ishments to keep our spirits up and our souls motivated.

We will be starting a new study series- Twelve Women of the Bible. Life-Changing Stories for Women Today.
This study will run over 2 years if not a little longer. Our first study will focus on Eve. Eve saw the cost of sin
but heard the message of hope in a coming Savior.

The current slate of officers for 2023/2024 are as follows: President PJ, Vice President Marge Warner, Sec-
retary Julie Kossler, Treasurer Portia Boord, Wernle Rep Judy Ulrich and Bev and Eldon Erdman, Sunshine
Committee Julie Kossler, Quilting Chair Linda Baker, LWR Judy Ulrich, Luncheon Chair Linda Baker, Giving
Tree Pat Netzley and Pam Oswalt, Dinner Chair Katherine Jump.

July through September we will be items for school kits. Rada Knife ongoing fund raiser- see Portia.
PJ will donate 10% of her Mary Kay profit in the months of September and August.

Our next meeting will be September 6th at 11:30 and our Hostess will be Linda Baker. If anyone
would like to assist her, please reach out to her.

Jesus loves you and so do I!
PJ- WELCA president at Pitsburg Trinity Lutheran Church 2023/2024




Upcoming Birthdays at Wernle

River H. 9/8/05 Javien W.  9/13/06 Christopher S.  9/27/06

Wernle Kaitynne L.~ 10/3/05 Grace M.  10/12/06  Kaden L. 10/19/07

Youth & Family
Trectment Center

If you would like to be responsible for uplifting some of the residents at Wernle Home, there are several
available to whom you could send birthday, Thinking of You or holiday cards and you can also include a gift
card. Contact Judy Ulrich (937-417-5590) as soon as possible.

If you wish to send greeting cards or gifts to any of the residents, sign the card with your first name only and
Trinity Lutheran Church if you want. Place your card in the envelope unsealed, and write the recipient’s
name on the outside. Place this envelope in another envelope. If you would like to include a gift card ($15-
$25) for food or shopping, place it in the outer envelope. Staff will need to monitor it and make plans for
them to use it.

Address your card to: Use the church’s return address:
Attn: Resident’s Greeting Card Inside! Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church
Wernle Youth and Family Treatment Center P O Box 64
2000 Wernle Rd., P O Box 1386 Arcanum OH 45304

Richmond IN 47374-1386

Wernle Day is coming October 8th., Details will be forthcoming.

XXXXXXXXXXXX

Good Things Happening in God’s World

Acts of Kindness

| have often heard stories of individuals going through a drive through and when they get
to the pay window- they were informed that their items had been paid for. | have always
thought that is such a generous act of kindness, to pay for a stranger’s food or drink.

Then | got to see the reaction of a gentleman at Perkins Restaurant in Englewood. While my husband and
| were at lunch we witnessed a server informing an older black gentleman being informed that his meal
had been paid for. He asked who had paid, he was informed that his benefactor had already left. | thought
what a generous act of kindness this was. The look of confusion on this gentleman’s face said it all. He
could not believe it.

I now know how that gentleman felt. Pastor Mel and | went to Miami Valley Hospital to visit Sandra Wil-
liams. When we finished our visit, we decided to go to dinner at The Spaghetti Warehouse. Just as we
were finishing our meal, our server informed us that our meal was covered in full and once we were done
eating, we could leave. We just looked at each other in disbelief. Why us? We thought. Maybe it was the
fact that Pastor had his collar on. We felt blessed but uncomfortable at the same time.

God’s grace is a gift to us. Yes, totally free. Yes, it may make us uncomfortable. We just need to accept
this gift with no strings attached. Do you have a story about acts of kindness?

If you have a story that you would like to share- you can either write it out on paper and give it to me or you
may e mail me at pjmusser@woh.rr.com.
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Blood Pressure screenings
After worship service when announced.

This month | have decided to post an article related to our youth with regards to social media. This article was
shared in my Lutheran Fath Community Nurse Association. This article comes from the following link Mental
Health America | Back-to-School Toolkit 2023 | @mentalhealthamerica | mhanational.org/youth-tech.

ONLINE BEHAVIOR AND MENTAL HEALTH

As an adult, it's likely you have a different view of the virtual world than people just a few years younger, and
today's tweens and younger are growing up at a time when online spaces are just as prevalent as physical
ones. Whether you're 20 or over 65, most adults need to do some catching up to understand what daily life
looks like for younger people.

WHERE AND HOW DO YOUNG PEOPLE SPEND THEIR TIME ONLINE?

The virtual universe is just that—entire worlds of platforms. Taking the time to understand what that world
looks like is crucial in supporting young people.

CONTENT: POSTING & SCROLLING:

When we think about youth and technology, most people jump to social media - and for good reason. Up to
95% of teens ages 13-17 and 40% of children ages 8-12 report using a social media platform - an experience
many adults never had in their youth. Popular platforms among today's kids and teens include TikTok, Insta-
gram, YouTube, and more (learn more from our Social Media Cheat Sheet). Social media sometimes gets a
negative reputation, but many young people benefit by using it to express themselves and connect with oth-
ers. Concerns arise, though, because social media is designed to be addictive. It provides instant gratification
and constant hits of dopamine, the "feel good" chemical in the brain. No matter how a young person feels, the
wide range of social media content can seem to fulfill a youth's needs, even if that means endless scrolling to
numb emotions.

ONLINE INTERACTIONS & MESSAGING:

Social media is meant to be social. Most content includes interactive comment sections, and some platforms -
such as Discord, Reddit, and Snapchat. — are designed just for chatting. Teens are more likely to report posi-
tive than negative experiences from using social media, primarily because of the sense of connection it can
provide. While young people are usually talking online to their friends, virtual communication comes with risks.
Cyberbullying, explicit content (nudes), extortion, and online predators are very real threats.

VIDEO GAMES:

Gaming is an entire world of its own within the virtual universe. Like most things, gaming is unlikely to be a
problem when done in moderation. In fact, gaming has been linked with some positive effects like improved
decisionImaking and time management skills. But it becomes too much when someone feels like they need
to play rather than want to. This has been associated with many mental health challenges like insomnia, low
self-esteem, anxiety, aggression, and loneliness. Frequent gaming can also be a coping mechanism or re-
sponse to symptoms of depression or ADHD.

WHAT KIND OF CONTENT ARE KIDS AND TEENS CONSUMING THAT MIGHT IMPACT THEIR MENTAL
HEALTH?

The internet is endless, and it doesn't only show you what you search for or who you follow or subscribe to.
Young people see all kinds of content online every day, including unwanted content due to ads, algorithms,
comments, and more.

ALGORITHMS:

The content that social media users see on their feeds is controlled by an algorithm, which is a set of rules
about how data behaves. Companies analyze user information, preferences, and behaviors to deliver person-
alized content and keep users on the platform. Algorithms are why we generally see content that interests us.
But they can also be used to target vulnerable individuals, pushing pro-suicide, self-harm, or pro-eating disor-
der content. Because algorithms are designed to keep people engaged, they feed internet addiction. We can't
protect young people from everything that could hurt them, and it is no different online. Instead, you can edu-
cate yourself, teach and model healthy habits, and prepare them for the dangerous situations they could find
themselves in.



Parish Nurse contd....
PEER CONTENT:

While connectedness is one of the benefits of social media, young people can struggle with constantly seeing
what their peers are posting. Whether they're reading posts about friends getting into their top choice colleg-
es, judging their bodies against their favorite influencers, or seeing pictures from someone's seemingly perfect
family vacation, comparing themselves and their lives to that of others can lead to dissatisfaction, depression,
and anxiety. In addition, FOMO, or "fear of missing out" is common - seeing that friends are getting together
without them can hurt. Social media and social comparison to peers may also be factors in the current rise in
body dissatisfaction and low self-esteem among adolescents.

FEEL-GOOD CONTENT:

There is a lot of uplifting and helpful content on the internet. Humor is beneficial to mental health, and young

people seek out comedy content more than any other topic across all platforms. A simple YouTube video can
help someone feel understood and like others relate to them, and TikTok videos can be an easy way to have
a quick laugh. In moderation, spending some time online can boost your mental health.

VIOLENT & DANGEROUS CONTENT:

Devices and screens expose youth to more violent and inappropriate content than ever before. This doesn't
only happen if they go looking for it, and social media algorithms are known to push unsuitable content. This
can include graphic violence, pornography, dangerous challenges, tips to restrict eating, self-harm how-to vid-
€o0s, suicide challenges, and more. The online universe also creates more ways for cyberbullying and sextor-
tion to occur. If you think your child's time online is impacting their mental health, take the parent mental
health test at mhascreening.org, and check out MHA's book "Where to Start" for tips on how to take action.

References: Mental Health America | Back-to-School Toolkit 2023 | mhanational.org/youth-tec
Together we live into the mission of sharing God’s grace.

PJ Musser MSN RN Parish Nurse

C}(l%rﬁﬁcil JULY MEETING SUMMARY
e There will be a quarterly Sunday class for children in Grades 4 — 6.

e August 27 will be Sunday School Rally Day with a hot dog meal. There
will be a signup sheet for other foods.

e We are updating youth Bibles and they will be distributed on Rally Day.

 Eric Hanes will be here on October 8 to speak on security and safety and possibly concealed and carry
laws during the 9:30 hour.

« Bible School will be on July 9 and 11 next year. PJ has reviewed a program, “Down Under Rock” for
that.

e The electric work for the sign will be done in August. The women will clean out that area in the quilting
room.

o New Paper Towel holders will not be installed until we run out of paper towels for the current hold-
ers. We will replace the three upstairs holders first and use the leftover paper in the basement. That
holder will be placed when we are out of the current towels. Those donating the paper towel holders will
make the decision about which holders to purchase.

 Pastor Musser has three confirmands, Devin Thobe, Claire Hein, and Mercedes (Lexie) Angles, who will
be confirmed in October.

e Pastor Musser asked to commit Trinity to supplying Bell Ringers at Walmart for three days this year.
 The date for the Christmas Auction at Eldon and Bev Erdmann’s home was set for November 19 at
3:00 PM but later changed to November 5 .




Lutheran Day at the Darke County Fair 2023 This cross
b i“lﬁ picture is
Pitsburg Trinity Lutheran Church participated in Lutheran Day on Thursday, - made up of
August 24 and handed out Quilted Pocket Prayer Squares with a cross in- the small
side. Attached was a small explanation telling the recipients that touching SZZC;;
the cross in their pocket can remind them of God’s love and grace. They given at
could keep that square as a tangible symbol of God’s peace, or just pass it the Fair.

along to someone else needing prayer.

On Sunday, August 20, Prayer
Quilts were given to Marge Warner
for her upcoming surgery, and to
Keith Fourman in praise for his
successful treatments.

to our Prayers and
Squares quilters from
both.

0 At 10:30 am on Sunday morning listen to FM 88.3 on your car radio while
sitting in the parking lot

0 Watch the service LIVE on Facebook at 10:30 am.

0 Also available later on Trinity’s Facebook page

¢ Watch the service later on YouTube

ONLINE GIVING is also available: Just go to www.pitsburgtlic.org and follow the prompts. All
regular and special funds are available for your giving.

Sign up on the chart
outside the church /
* ) office to serve as an " -l &2 details about our annual
acolyte or to provide Operation Christmas

flowers for our Child promotion!
worship services!

J




@hange of Address

&

Does the Church office have your current address and phone

number? If you have made any changes recently, please con-
tact the office at 937-692-5670 ... or
secretary@pitsburgtlc.org with the information.

.. email the secretary at

Oh! how great and glorious a thing it is to have
before one the Word of God! With that we may
at all times feel joyous and secure; we need
never be in want of consolation, for we see be-
fore us, in all its brightness, the pure and right
way. He who loses sight of the Word of God,
falls into despair; the voice of heaven no longer
sustains him; he follows only the disorderly ten-
dency of his heart, and of world vanity, which
lead him on to his destruction.

—The Table Talk of Martin Luther

Going to school with Jesus.....

In Faith Takes a
Name, Dwight E. Ste- _—
venson writes thatif @&
we consider ourselves
to be disciples of Je-
sus, then we must
remain “learners un-
der the instruction of
Christ.” He notes,
“Quite literally, a disci-
ple is a pupil, scholar,
student or learner. In
[Jesus’] world a teacher with his band of disciples
was to that culture what schools and universities
are to our society. To be a disciple of Jesus is to
go to school with him.”

It’s a miracle!

—J. Ellsworth Kalas

| believe in miracles. While | believe in the possibility, under God, of any kind of miracle, | am com-
mitted especially to the miracle of the changed life. When a human being goes from despair to
hope, when a lost soul comes home, or when a mean and destructive person becomes kind and
fruitful, the greatest of all miracles has occurred.

What kind of school do you go to if you're .
... an ice cream man? Sundae school
... a giant? High school
... a surfer? Boarding school
.. King Arthur? Knight school

Teacher: What's the chemical formula for
water?

Student: H-I-J-K-L-M-N-O

Teacher: What are you talking about? :

Student: Yesterday you said itwas Hto O. :

: Math teacher: A person from LA drove toward New York at 250 miles per hour as a :
person from New York drove toward LA at 150 miles per hour. Where did they meet?

Student In jail!
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Y  September Celebrations )

4 Emily Campbell
8 Linda Baker

10 Susan Harter
12 Leah Witters
13 Zachary Long
16 Trevor Shelley

Birthdays

17 Bev Erdmann
Brent Shofner
Mollie Watson

19 Sanny Schneider
Stephanie Burrell

20 Hunter Rich

21 David Dornbusch
24 Paul Erdmann
28 Darryl Mehaffie )
29 Patty Sackett oy 1 A

,
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Anniversaries

David & Joyce Hofacker
Michael & Lori Mehaffie
Brandon & Katy Groff
Harold & Debra Harleman
10 John & Janessa Erdmann
13 Brian & Jennifer Baker

oo~ W

14 Charles & Peggy Didier

21 Kerry & Stephanie Vanatta
22 Barry & Judy Ulrich

23 Mark & Roxanne Groff

24 Neville & Sandra Hughert
28 Mel & PJ Musser

2B

1 Sandra Hughert
Susan Harter

2 Abigail Bond
Bryce Robinson
Morgan Taylor

4 Brian Baker
Joshua Snider

7 Maddie Stacy

Jordan Mattox
20 Noah Mehaffie
21 Bradey Hesler
22 Angelo Morelli

Baptisms

13 Beckett Schmitmeyer
19 Cody Troutwine

24 Brooklyn Proffitt
Helena Proffitt
Joshua Kossler

26 Deb Sease

28 Jeremy Netzley

30 Cassondra Creech
Katelynn Burrell-Troutwine

SEPTEMBER

READERS
3 PJ Musser
10 Peggy Didier
17 Caleena Hesler
24 Mark Oswalt

10
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Monday Tuesday Thursday Friday

Sunday

Saturday
2
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